
28 November 2009
Ms C Phillips

Planning Officer

Daventry District Council

Lodge Road

Daventry

Northants

NN11 4FP

Dear Ms Phillips

Application Number DA/2009/0168: comments on Supplementary Environmental Information

I am writing in response to your letter of 10 November.  I strongly object to this application and make the following comments on the Supplementary Environmental Information.  

Landscape and Visual

· The eastern most part of the proposed site has a distinct landscape character and ecological diversity that needs to be safeguarded.  The sense of openness and remoteness at the former airfield is rare in Northamptonshire and the surrounding counties and should be protected.  

· At 125m and situated on a rising slope, the turbines would completely dwarf any trees, hedgerows and streams in current landscape, jar entirely with the rural landscape and dominate the skyline.  All the suggested structures are totally out of scale with the general setting of the area and specific heritage settings and will utterly destroy some of the longest, finest, and locally valued vistas from the plateau.  The tallest permanent buildings locally are the church towers at Draughton and Maidwell, each around 12m, approximately one-tenth the total height of the proposed structures. It is clear that the views towards the site, and particularly from within, say, 5km of it will be totally compromised by the development.  In addition, the turbines will be visible for a surprisingly large area of south Leicestershire and north Northamptonshire.

· The development would also ruin the current, locally much-valued views from the plateau, which extend for many kilometres to the south- and north-west respectively.  The view to the south and west must be one of the longest available in the entire county.
Shadow Flicker

The health of local residents likely to be affected by shadow flicker and their right to enjoy their property should be fully protected by appropriate conditions and adequately monitored by the developer to ensure that mitigations measures are effective.

Ecology and Nature Conservation

Nuon acknowledge that it appears that Leislers bats fly through the vicinity.  These bats are very rare with no known roosts and only five records of the species in 30 years.  Bats are a species protected by law and these laws are, and should remain, above commercial gain.  Shutting down one turbine for only 2 hours around dusk and perhaps two hours around dawn is not sufficient.  

Noise and Vibration

We are extremely concerned that the developer chose to carry out testing during harvest time, which artificially increased the background noise levels, and by a significant amount.  Harvesting lasts for only around 4-6 weeks of the year compared to the 52 for which the turbines would be in operation.  Interestingly, Nuon was also asked to carry out archaeological testing which needed to wait until September when the crops had been harvested.  So they could easily have carried out noise testing during this time too with more normal background noise levels.  But they chose not to do so.  Nuon should be required to carry out testing at a more representative time of year.  

Cultural Heritage and Archaeology

· Thor missile site:

This Thor missile site is considered to be of national importance and the second best example left in the UK.   The remote, rural, hilltop location with good vistas into the countryside is the reason for its selection as a WWII airfield and subsequently as a Thor missile site.  I agree with English Heritage that the scale of the development against the dramatic hill-top setting of the missile launch sites and their blast walls is reason for DDC to refuse all 7 turbines on the basis of setting of this nationally important monument.  The photomontages only serve to highlight the impact any turbines would have, particularly as the moving blades would draw the eye and increase their dominance.  

· Effect on other heritage assets and in particular the setting of St Catherine’s Church, Draughton:

Draughton Church is the nearest listed building.  Next to the church is a grade II listed farmhouse (Church Farmhouse) and its barns and courtyard.  The functional relationships between the church, its farmhouse and the surrounding agricultural landscape means these buildings have a more extensive setting than Draughton itself.  The proposed turbines would be highly visible and, located at towards and at the top of the hill, tower above these listed buildings.  

Footpaths and Bridleways

The safety of walkers and riders on the footpath and bridleway are paramount.  Nuon should remove turbines 3 and 7 for safety reasons in relation to the bridleway.  It should also move or remove turbine 6 as it should be at least topple distance from the footpath. 

High Pressure Refined Oil Products Government Pipeline
A high-pressure pipeline lies at the western edge of the site only 140 m approx from turbine 2.  I am concerned that turbine failure could cause turbine parts to land further than topple distance and pierce the pipeline.  The environmental damage that would result from such an incidence would be enormous.  
I strongly urge you to refuse planning permission for all seven turbines making up this application.  

Yours sincerely,

From:








